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Introduction

This community social profile has been complied by the Community Development 

Council Durham (CDCD) and the United Way of Ajax-Pickering-Uxbridge (UWAPU). CDCD is one 

of fourteen Social Planning Councils (SPCs) participating in the Ontario Social Landscape Profile 

project funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 

A community social profile constructs a social portrait of the community. It 

focuses on the socio-demographic characteristics of the community and its population sub-

groups (e.g. seniors, youth, children, low income families, immigrants, and visible minorities, 

etc). The data is analyzed, interpreted, mapped and presented at a detailed level of geography 

such that local issues and challenges can be identified and addressed. 

Collectively, the Ontario social landscape profiles will cover communities that are 

homes to over two-thirds of the population of Ontario. The profiles provide vital information to 

all levels of government for their decision making process in the provision of services to their 

residents. Business can better plan, develop and deliver their goods and services to meet the 

needs and requirements of their customers. Social service agencies are in a better position to 

mobilize their resources to bridge any service gaps. Individual residents are better informed of 

the needs and potential of their local communities. 

The social profile not only provides a useful knowledge base for each community, 

but also enables all participating communities to share knowledge and experience and learn 

from each other.

The purpose of this community social profile is to identify current (2006) and 

historical (1991, 1996, 2001) social and demographic trends that are taking place in the Region 

of Durham, and to discuss the implications of these trends for the community.  This document 

provides the community with a resource for basic statistical and demographic data that can be 

used as the foundation for sound organizational and program planning and development, policy 

analysis, and community development.

It is our hope that the data presented in this report is useful to the organizations 

and individuals in our community.  We further hope that the documents presented in this series 

provide the foundation for discussion, further research and action as we work to adapt to the 

changes taking place in the Region of Durham.    
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The Durham Region Community Social Profile is divided into several 

chapters covering the following topic areas:

Å Population

Å Age and Gender

Å Marital Status

Å Families and Households

Å Language

Å Mobility and migration

Å Immigration and citizenship

Å Aboriginal peoples

Å Labour force 

Å Place of work and commuting

Å Education

Å Ethnic origin and visible minority

Å Income and earnings

Å Housing and shelter costs

Graphs are used to summarize large amounts of data, and provide a visual 

for data comparison. Maps are also used to display the spatial distribution patterns of 

census variables. 

This report focuses on the Region of Durham as a whole, and makes 

comparisons between the municipalities where appropriate.  The municipalities in North 

Durham (Uxbridge, Brock, and Scugog) are presented separately where appropriate.  

However, due to the small population in these communities, relative to the lakeshore 

municipalities, the data has at times been aggregated into a single category, North 

Durham.  For more detailed analysis of these communities the CDCD produced the 

North Durham Community Profile in October 2008.  

Data from the Statistics Canada 2006 Census is the major data source for 

this profile. Previous Census data (1991, 1996, 2001) is used when making comparisons 

over time. For more information on these sources please contact the CDCD, Manager of 

Social Research and Planning.  Note that Statistics Canada randomly rounds its census 

data up or down to protect anonymity, so totals for the region may not equal the sum of 

the municipalities and percentages may not equal 100%.
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Population 

According to Statistics Canada the population of the Region of Durham was 561, 258 in 2006 (Figure 1).  This 

represents an increase of 11% between 2001 and 2006, and an increase of 22% since 1996 (Figure 2).  This 

growth is on par with the provincial rate since 2001 and is 5% higher than the 10 year provincial rate from 1996 

to 2006.  

Population increases occurred both in urban (Pickering, Ajax, Whitby, and Oshawa) and rural municipalities 

(Clarington, Scugog, Brock, and Uxbridge). Urban municipalities experienced the greatest amount of growth, 

particularly in the Town of Ajax and the Town of Whitby. Rural municipalities experienced growth to a lesser 

degree, with the exception of Municipality of Clarington with a population increase of 15% between 1996-2001 

and 11% between 2001-2006 (Figure 2).  

Changes Between 1996 and 2006

Considering the population growth in Durhamôs municipalities, the greatest amount of growth occurred in the 

Town of Ajax, the Town of Whitby and the Municipality of Clarington, with population increases between 2001 

and 2006 of 22%, 27% and 11% respectively (Figure 2). Combined, these three municipalities account for 89% 

of the total population growth in the Region between 2001 and 2006, and 78% of the growth since 1996.  

With a population increase of only 1% between 2001 and 2006, the City of Pickering demonstrated a significant 

decline in the rate of growth when compared to the previous five year period (Figure 2).  Both the City of 

Oshawa and the municipalities in North Durham (Scugog, Brock and Uxbridge) have maintained a relatively 

low, though steady rate of growth over the ten year period starting in 1996.

Population Forecast

According to the Ontario Ministry of Finance, this trend of growth is expected to continue at an average rate of 

1.54% per year for the 25 year period starting in 2006, resulting in  population increase of 46%, placing the total 

population of Durham at  857, 039 in 2031 (Figure 3).   

Population Density 

Significant increases have occurred in the population density in the municipalities along the lakeshore corridor 

(Figure 5). In 2006, the Town of Ajax had the highest population density, with 1329.3 persons per square 

kilometre and 435.4 dwellings per square kilometre (Figure 4).  This intensification has been congruent with 

population growth, and therefore we see the highest increases in both the number of per square kilometre and 

the number of dwellings per square kilometre in the Town of Ajax, the Town of Whitby, and, to a lesser degree, 

in the Municipality of Clarington.  

Municipality Population
1991 1996 2001 2006

Durham 409070 458616 506901 561258
Pickering 68631 78989 87139 87800
Ajax 57350 64430 73753 90220

Whitby 61281 73794 87413 111190
Oshawa 129344 134364 139051 141580
Clarington 49479 60615 69834 77800
Scugog 17810 18837 20224 21440
Brock 11057 11705 12110 11990

Uxbridge 14092 15882 17377 19170

Fig. 1: Population in Durham and Municipalities, 1991ð2006, Statistics Canada, 1991ð2006 
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Persons / sq km Dwellings / sq km

York 510.7 164.1
Peel 933.2 300.6
Halton 454.2 167.9
Durham 222.3 80.1
Pickering 378.2 125.1
Ajax 1329.3 435.4
Whitby 755.5 259.1
Oshawa 964.1 391.3
Clarington 127.2 45.4
Scugog 45.2 17.6
Brock 28.3 11.6
Uxbridge 45.6 16.4

Fig. 4: Population Density in Durham, Municipalities and GTA Regions, 2006, Statistics Canada 2006
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Fig. 5: Change in Population Density in Durham and Municipalities, 2001τ2006, Statistics Canada 2006
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Age and Gender

The median age in the Region of Durham is 35.8 years. The population in Durham is a few years younger than 

Ontario (median age 38.2 years) and Canada (median age 38.8 years). 

The Town of Ajax has the youngest population (median age 34.5 years). North Durham (Uxbridge, Brock and 

Scugog) is the oldest area of the region with a median age of 39.2 years.

Age Group Changes

The population in the Region of Durham is aging.  When we look at an age pyramid for the population in 

Durham (Figure 6) we see that nearly all the age groups below 39 years experienced a decline in the five year 

period 2001 to 2006.

The most significant declines occurring in the 35 to 39 and the 5 to 9 age groups. The 0 to 4 and 30 to 34 age 

groups also experienced a significant decline between 2001 and 2006.  

At the same time we saw an increase in the population in older age groups, beginning with the 40 to 44 group.  

The most significant increases occurred in the 45 to 49 and the 55 to 59 age groups.  

Gender Differences

There is a significant imbalance between males and females when we reach the 65 to 69 age group.  The most 

significant imbalance occurs when we reach the 80 to 84 and the 85 plus age groups, with females outweighing 

males (Figure 6).   

Senior Population

The total number of seniors living in Durham region is 16850 (age 65 years and older), and represents 12% of 

the total population in the Region of Durham. This is slightly smaller than the percentage of seniors living in 

Ontario (12.8% of the total population) and Canada (13.1% of the total population).

With the aging population we have also seen a significant increase in the number of persons over the age of 65 

in the Region.  It is notable that, since 2001, we have seen growth in both the number of seniors living with 

relatives and those living alone (Figure 7).     
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Fig. 6: Durham Population Age Pyramid, 2001 and 2006,  

Statistics Canada 2001, 2006
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Children at Home

In 2006 there was an average of 1.3 children per family in Durham and a total of 202,455 children at home, 

representing 36% the total population.  Of these children, 56% are under the age of 15 years, with 19% under 

the age of 6 years (Figure 8). 

Between 2001 and 2006 there were increases in all age groups of children living at home with the exception of 

those under the age of 6 years, where there was a decrease of 40% (Figure 9).  As expected, the proportion of 

children in each age group living at home decreases with the age of the child, however, notably, there was a 

10% increase in the proportion of individuals age 25 years and over living at home between 2001 and 2006 

(Figure 10). 

The municipality with the highest proportion of children at home under the age of 15 years is Clarington, at 61%, 

with 20% under 6 years of age.  This is followed by Whitby, with 59% of the children at home under the age of 

15 years and 22% under 6 years of age (Figure 8).  
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Marital Status

In the Region of Durham the most common marital status is ómarriedô, representing 53% of the regionôs total 

population. The second largest group is ósingleô, whereby singles make up 31% of the population (Figure 11). 

Since 2001, the groups that experienced the greatest amount of change are the ómarriedô and ôsingleô groups. 

Throughout the Region of Durham, we see a decline (approximately -3%) in the percentage of individuals who 

are married and an increase (approximately +3%) of individuals who are single . 

Family and Family Structure

Between 2001 and 2006 the number of families in the Region of Durham increased by 11%, from 143, 515 to 

159, 900.  The most significant increases over this period were seen in the Town of Whitby (27%) and the Town 

of Ajax (22%), followed by the Municipality of Clarington (13%) and the Township of Uxbridge (12%) (Figure 

12).  

The dominant family structure in the Region is married couples with children, representing 48% of all families, 

and 70% of families with children (Figure 13). 

Lone parent families account for 18% of all families in the Region, with lone female parents significantly 

outweighing males at 80% of all lone parent families and 13% of all families in Durham (Figure 13 and Figure 

14).  We see the highest proportion of lone parent families in Oshawa at 20% of all families.  This is followed by 

Pickering at 17% and Ajax at 16%.  In all communities the number of female lone parent families significantly 

outweighs the number of male lone parent families.  Lone parent families are more likely to have only one child 

than are couple families, and lone female parents are more likely to have 2 or more children than lone male 

parents (Figure 15).

Households and Household Size

The majority of families in Durham consist of 3 or more individuals (see Appendix A, Chart 1), and the average 

number of individuals per family in Durham in 2006 was 3.1.  This figure generally remained constant across 

the Region between 2001 and 2006 (see Appendix A, Chart 2).

Fig. 11: Marital Status in Durham Region by Municipality, Statistics Canada, 2006
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Fig. 14: Breakdown of Lone Parent Families by Sex of 

Parent, Statistics Canada 2006
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Fig. 16: Families by Family Size in Durham and Municipalities, Statistics Canada 2006
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