Community Lens ...

"Many social programs support families, but child care is the backbone of them all”
(National Council of Welfare, 1999, p. 89)

SUBSIDIZED CHILD CARE PLACEMENTS AND
WAIT LIST COUNTS BY MUNICIPALITY -
JUNE 2005
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Subsidized Child Care Placements and Wait List Counts by
Municipality — June 2005

In June 2005, Durham Region had allocated funding for a total of 1857 spaces of
subsidized child care. A total of 1048 people remained on the wait list for subsidized
child care at this time. Looking at the different municipalities, Oshawa provided the
most spaces for subsidized child care which amounted to 449 spaces. The City of
Oshawa also had the highest wait list of all the municipalities with a count of 305. The
median rate of providing subsidized child care placements across Durham Region was
63.2% with Brock township providing the highest rate at 89.2% and Scugog providing
the lowest at 48.9% (Regional Municipality of Durham, 2005).
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DURHAM REGION - ENROLMENTS IN
SUBSIDIZED CHILD CARE*
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*whereby subsidy funding is provided through Day Nurseries Act, Early Learning & Child Care,
and Best Start

DURHAM REGION - CHILD CARE FEE
SUBSIDY WAIT LIST

=—4—2005 —#—2006 =—A=—2007 ==>¢=2008
2500
2000
1500
1000
500

0
Jan Feb Mar Apr May = Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

——2005 1170 1017 1072 1081 1015 1028 1019 1162 1204 1107 | 1044 995
—8—2006 776 832 901 973 984 939 731 960 = 1007 1112 1185 | 1260
—&—2007 1410 1547 1692 1836 1920 1994 2081 2195 2130 1867 1367 1280
=>2008 | 1379 1435 1520 1565 1712

Community Development Council Durham =
458 Fairall St., Unit 4 Y/,’
: Ajax, ON, L1S 1R6 e
Community Development
Council Durham 1-905-686-2661 United Way

www.cdcd.or
’ Durham Region



Community Lens ...

Subsidized Child Care Enrolments and Wait Lists
January 2005 to May 2008

Overall, enrolments in subsidized child care have gradually increased from the
start of 2005 to May 2008. A slight decrease in enrolments started in October 2006 and
this continued throughout 2007 until October 2007, at which point enrolments increased
again. While, enrolments in subsidized child care have increased, so has the need for
these spaces. A steady increase in those on the wait list for child care subsidies started
in August 2006 and carried into 2007, peaking in August 2007. At this time, there were
2195 children on the wait list. A significant decline occurred across the remainder of
2007; however, the data for 2008 reflects a similar pattern of increasing need present
during the same months of 2007 (Regional Municipality of Durham, 2008).

Limitations

The data provided here offers a glimpse of the need for subsidized child care in
Durham region. In consideration of the subsidized child care enrolments in Durham
Region, the data is limited to certain kinds of subsidy funding and may not capture all
kinds of subsidies. Additionally, these data do not address wait lists at individual day
cares and do not capture the full scope of child care needs. Challenges for families
requiring care for children with special needs, cultural considerations, and other diverse
needs is not reflected here. Finally, more recent data would be helpful in providing a
more accurate representation of subsidized child care placements and wait lists in
Durham Region.
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